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This week we read the conclusion to the story of Joseph in Egypt, in which Joseph is reunited with his family. 
· Read the story in Genesis, chapters 42 through 46. This is a longer narrative, so for younger children you may want to read it ahead of time and paraphrase it. Consider telling the story by using dolls or stuffed animals to act out the story. 
· A video that helps to summarize the story can be found HERE
· Have your child cut out and decorate the attached picture of Joseph. Then tape it to a craft stick or a pencil to make it into a puppet. Point out that Joseph is wearing Egyptian clothing consistent with his position with Pharaoh. This would have been quite different from the clothing of shepherds like his family wore, and might be part of the reason his brothers did not recognize him. 
· Use the puppet and other dolls or toys you have at home to encourage children to reenact the story so that you can assess their understanding. You can also use the attached script.
· A staple food in Egypt and Canaan was wheat. One advantage of wheat over other foods such as vegetables and meat was that it could be stored for future use. Meats and vegetables could not be canned or frozen like we can do today. The people had little to eat during the years of famine, but the wheat would keep them from starving to death. For older kids, research online the areas/climates around the world where wheat is grown, and what it is used to make besides bread as we know it. 
· Use some wheat (real or artificial – this time of year artificial wheat can be found at craft stores) to explore painting with a different texture. Dip the wheat into some paint and gently dab it onto paper. See what different patterns you can create. 
· Joseph had reason to be angry with his brothers after what they did to him, but he chose to forgive them and invited them to live with him in Egypt so they would never be hungry. Perhaps Joseph also realized how arrogant he had been towards his brothers, which contributed to their jealousy. Use a balloon to demonstrate how anger can build up inside of us. Ask your children to name a time someone made them angry – for each example, blow a little more air into the balloon. Continue to take turns giving examples until the balloon is filled with air. Ask the children to imagine having all that air pressure inside of themselves, the way we often do when we are angry. Next, ask for examples of times when we forgave others or when we asked for forgiveness for our own wrongdoings. For each example, let out a little more air from the balloon until all the air has been released. Compare the feeling of all the air pressure being released to the feeling of pressure building up inside of us. Which one feels better? Why does God want us to forgive others who have hurt us? What other Bible stories demonstrate the importance of forgiveness? 
·  For older kids and adults, note that the twelve sons of Jacob become the leaders of the twelve tribes of Israel. These tribes are referred to frequently throughout the Bible so it is helpful to know from where they originate. Use a map in your Bible or online tools to discover the location of the lands each tribe inherited, and when they inherited them. One tribe had a very different role – find out which one it was and what special job they inherited.
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CHARACTERS: Narrator, Jacob, Joseph, Benjamin,
Reuben, Simeon, Judah, and other brothers

JACOB: We are almost out of food. | am sending
everyone but Benjamin to Egypt to buy what we
need. (Benjamin stays with his father.)

NARRATOR: The brothers go to Egypt. (The
brothers walk across the room to arrive at Eqypt.)
When Joseph sees his brothers, he recognizes
them. They do not recognize Joseph. The brothers
bow down before Joseph and tell him they have
come from Canaan to buy food.

JOSEPH: | think you are spies. You have come to
find the country’s weaknesses! Throw them in jail!

BROTHERS: No, we are just brothers who have
come for food. We are all here except our youngest
brother.

JOSEPH: You are spies! You will not leave here until
your youngest brother joins you.

NARRATOR: Joseph puts them in jail for three
days. He finally lets them out except for Simeon,
who stays in jail until the brothers return. The other
brothers go back home. (The brothers walk across
the room to where Jacob is in Canaan. Simeon
stays in jail in Egypt.)

REUBEN: This is all our fault for what we did to
Joseph.

NARRATOR: When they return home, they tell
their father, Jacob, what has happened: they were
accused of being spies, commanded to bring
Benjamin back to Egypt, and the money they took
was returned to them.

JACOB: | lost Joseph, now Simeon, and you want
to take Benjamin as well. This is too much for me!

NARRATOR: The family stays in Canaan for some
time. Eventually, they run out of food and have to
return to Egypt. They know they can return only if
they have Benjamin with them. It is a sad day for

30

Jacob. The brothers go to Joseph’s house. (The
brothers, including Benjamin, walk across the room
to Egypt.)

JOSEPH: | see you have returned. How is your
elderly father? You have brought your youngest
brother, as | instructed.

NARRATOR: Joseph makes sure they have food,
and then he sends them home. But he plays a trick
on them and has his silver cup put in Benjamin'’s
sack. The brothers head home. Then one of
Joseph’s men stops them, claiming one of them
has stolen the silver cups. Whoever has the cup will
be made a servant. When it is found in Benjamin’s
sack, the brothers return to Joseph’s house and fall
to the ground.

JUDAH: Please do not keep our brother Benjamin.
Our father cannot live without him. Keep me
instead as a servant.

NARRATOR: Joseph saw that the brothers had
changed. They no longer acted like the same men
who had sold him 13 years ago. They loved their
father and were willing to give their lives to save
Benjamin.

JOSEPH: | am your brother Joseph, whom you sold
into slavery. God has been with me.

BROTHERS: (Look at Joseph like they cannot
believe what is happening.) Joseph!

JOSEPH: | need you to go home and bring our
father back here. (Goes to his brothers and hugs
them, first Benjamin and then all the others.)

NARRATOR: The brothers return home and tell
Jacob what has happened.

JACOB: This is too much! My son Joseph is still
alive! Let me go and see him.

NARRATOR: The brothers had changed for the
good. Joseph forgave them for what they had
done. The family was reunited at last.
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