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Chosen By God 
 

You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you 

might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last. (John 15:16a) 
 

 One of the most persistent themes in Scripture is that God 

both chooses and uses people to accomplish acts of service and 

love in the world. It has often been said that there are three 

types of “calling” in the Bible. The first call is to the Christian 

faith, and this is the foundation of everything else. The second is 

our calling to a particular type of vocation or ministry. The third 

part of our calling includes the unique context into which each 

of us will be placed. We all must contend with these aspects of 

God’s Call, whether we are clergy or laity. In the words of our 

denominational Book of Discipline, “The licensed or ordained 

ministry is recognized by The United Methodist Church as a called-out 

and set-apart ministry.” From among the entire community of the 

faithful, God calls out and sets apart various person for specific 

roles of leadership within the church.  

 We celebrate the fact that there has historically been a 

very strong “culture of call” here at MLUMC. Thanks to the 

leadership of those who have gone before us, our people have 

heard and responded to the call of God to live as committed 

Christians, to serve as leaders in the church, and in particular 

cases to commit their lives to licensed and ordained ministry. 

Beginning September 1st, we will welcome one of our own, Mr. 

David Seitz, to the position of Assistant to the Pastor. David is a 

graduate of United Theological Seminary, and the Seitz Family 

is well-known in our midst. He will begin his new role as a lay 

assistant to the pastor, but he intends to complete our 

conference’s school for local pastors, after which he will be 

eligible to seek the appointment of our bishop for service as a 

licensed local pastor. Look elsewhere in this newsletter for more 

information about the addition of Mr. Seitz to our church staff. 

He will regularly assist me with preaching and worship 

leadership, with occasional pastoral care duties, as well as 

joining the teaching staff for our yearly confirmation training 

program. I know that you will join me in warmly welcoming 

him to his new role and responsibilities in the days ahead! May 

we all follow God’s call wherever it leads us! 

 

Yours in Service, 

 

Pastor Tom Strandburg        
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CHURCH FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
By Rob Spicher, Finance Committee Chair 

 Since 2018, every edition of The Window has included financial information on our Church – this edition is no different. 
Summarized below are the Church’s 2023 actual, 2024 budgeted, and 2024 six month financial results. 
 The 2024 budget projects a deficit of over $100,000, assuming payment in full of the Connectional Contribution (aka 
Apportionment). A projected deficit of this amount is consistent with deficits that have been projected in recent years. 
Fortunately, revenues from unbudgeted sources plus expense management have resulted in actual deficits being far less than 
those budgeted. Let us hope we can say the same at the end of 2024!  
 Results through the first 6 months of 2024 continue to track well vis-à-vis the full year budget. The revenue number has 
been bolstered by pledgers who have paid their 2024 pledges in full. Expenses (if annualized) are also in line with the budget, 
notwithstanding payment of one-time expenses such as worker’s compensation. As we move through the summer months and 
into the fall, please be mindful of the need to remain current with your financial contributions.  
The Finance Committee would like to extend its heartfelt thanks to all whose pledges, non-pledged gifts, and other financial 
contributions ensure that our staff is paid, our buildings are maintained, and our ministries continue to flourish. Please keep that 
financial support coming! 
 Any questions regarding the actual and budget information shown below should be directed to Rob Spicher (Finance 
Committee Chair).  He can be reached by calling the Church office (412-531-7131) or by e-mailing him at 
robert.spicher@pnc.com. 

 
 2023 % Of 2024 % Of   6 months % Of 

Church Budget Actuals Expenses Budget Expenses     Actuals Expenses 

Revenue: $769,428* 96.1% $746,560 87.8% 
                       

$467,479 
                 
115.0% 

Expenses:       

Personnel $397,223 49.6% $411,305 48.3% $192,991 47.5% 

Programs & Facilities 166,363 20.8% 192,041 22.6% 90,804 22.3% 

Utilities & Taxes 96,467 12.1% 101,800 12.0% 69,441 17.1% 

Insurance 62,771 7.8% 65,929 7.8% 33,357 8.2% 
Connectional Contribution 
to WPA UM Conference* 66,238 8.3% 68,287 8.0%              14,400 3.5% 

Loan Payments            11,251         1.4%         11,251             1.3%                5,625             1.4% 
  
Total Expenses $800,313     100.0%     $850,613 100% $406,618 100% 

Total Net Income (Loss) ($30,885)  ($104,053)  $60,861  

* $68,238 requested in 2023 and paid in full     

Net losses are covered by cash on hand, special gifts, and reserves.   

MISSIONS AND OUTREACH COMMITTEE – 
FINANCIAL PARTNERS NEEDED AND APPRECIATED! 

 
 Many of the events (such as large community meals) hosted by the Missions and Outreach Committee are 
self-sustaining, with free will donations from attendees covering event costs. Relative to activities organized by 
the Committee, however, such is not always the case. Fortunately, members of our congregation have become 
regular financial supporters of these activities, sparing the general church budget from taking a financial “hit” to 
cover them. 
 As the Missions and Outreach Committee continues its 2024 activities, there is an opportunity to provide 
similar financial support. By becoming a “financial partner” of this Committee, you will not only help to 
underwrite the cost of these activities but also be given the opportunity to assist with them.  
The Lenten Fish Fries, the first-ever Volunteer Appreciation Dinner, and the annual Back-to-School Backpack 
Drive are among the Committee’s activities year to date. Upcoming activities include a Harvest Festival on 
September 28th. Although one-time donations play an important part in covering the costs of these activities, 
funds provided by “financial partners” help guarantee their success. Having “financial partners” in place will 
ensure that activities such as these continue to flourish. 
 If you are interested in becoming a “financial partner” of the Missions and Outreach Committee, please 
contact Rob Spicher (Committee Chair) at either 412-720-4589 or robert.spicher@pnc.com.  Thank you in advance 
for your financial support. 

mailto:robert.spicher@pnc.com
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